Alphington Primary School
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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents / Carers,

We seem to be racing towards the Easter holidays and finally the sun
is shining, although this may have changed by the time this is sent home! ‘\“
We have had another busy and exciting few weeks in school, with lots going on.

E-safety update

Over the last month, we have had continued conwersations with groups of children regarding the social
medial platform, Whatsapp. Whatsapp is o popular messaging service where people can exchange
texts, photos, videos and documents, as well as making voice and, video calls. It has an age guidance
of 16 years and older. Unfortunately, there have heen numerous incidents outside of school where
unkind messages and videos have heen shared causing distress and worry, from different pupils in
group chats. Following our E-Safety computing cwrriculum, we are working with, pupils to support
them in understanding how to stay safe when using online platforms, what is an appropriate and
inappropriate message, and what to do if something is said/shared that they are unhappy with in a
group or with another individual.

We have attached further guidance regarding Whatsapp with some key information. As a school, we
wuant to support families with this and encourage discussing this further with your child, if this is
appropriate.

Miss Naimn

E safety lead,
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Message from Mrs Mewse:

Dear Parents, I write to tell you that the end of the Summer Term will mark the end of my time at
Alphington Primary School, as I move on to pastures new. I have truly valued all I have gained over
my time here from all of yowr wonderful children. I am writing to inform yow at this time to reassure
youw that there will he a clear and robust handover to the new post holder, prior to the end of the
summer term. Yowrs and youwr child's information will be handled with the utmost sensitivity and care
in this process.

Thank youw for all, for my 4 happy years at Alphington.

Mrs Mewse

Wellheing workshop for parents:

The school nursing service will he visiting school to offer a "Wellbeing Workshop for parents - how to
support yowr child. They will he visiting on Wednesday 27th April and, offering the same workshop at
two different times 9-15AM and 2.15PM which will be held, in the school hall. Each workshop has a
limit of 60 places, which will be hookable via the School Gateway App. Simply log in to the app and
select your child, then go to clubs and you will see the events listed there, for you to hook under your
child’s name. The workshop is for adults only, children will not he able to attend and it will be on a
first come first basis. Please can we ask yow to wear a face covering on school site and socially
distance at this event.

New school lunch mewn: -
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Water hottles:

Please can we remind yow that children should only have water in their water hottles and, not juice.
Thank youw for your help with this.

Dates for your diary:

Pre-school parents drop in: Monday 4th April
Year 2 Polar Explorer Day: Tuesday 5th April
Year 6 residential and SATs parent meeting: Wednesday 6th April
Last day of Spring term: Friday 8th April
Children retwmn to school: Monday 25th April
Wellheing workshop for parents: Wednesday 27th April
Bank holiday: Monday 2nd, May

Year 6 SATs week: Week heginning 9th May

Devon Fire Rescue to visit Year 2 and Yewr 5: Tuesday 10th May

Year 6 residential: Week heginning 16th May

May half term: Week heginning 30th May
Queens Juhilee Bank Holiday: Monday 6th June (school closed in liew of bank holidays)

Year 5 residential: Monday 11th July- Wednesday 13th July

Last term of Swmmer term: Friday 22nd July

Early years phase news

Ladyhirds

It has heen fantastic to- welcome hack the Ladybirds this week as we hegin to explore Easter and all
things ‘eggs’ as part of owr inwestigation into life cycles and growth. The children have enjoyed planting
their very own cress pots and are checking daily for signs of growth. We have enjoyed reading
‘Chicken's aren't the only ones’ and have leamt lots about the different birds and animals that lay eggs.
In our creative area, the children have been husy counting pom poms onto egg

cards and selecting different colours to- make patterns, they have shown

writing to add messages to their cards. The Easter fun is set to

continue next week with. an outdoor scavenger hunt and our

very own eggs to decorate for an Easter tree!




Foxes and Hedgehoys

This week has been all about emotions; we have heen reading ‘Ruby’s Worry’ and sharing owr own
worries to feed to the class worry monster. We made our very own googly eyed worry monsters and
used some fantastic vocabulary to describe them. With the wonderful sunny weather, we have heen
embracing the start of spring and spent time: searching for, and classifying mini beasts, painting
wutercolowr daffodils, creating natwral spring scenes and den building! We have continued to develop
owr addition and subtraction skills in Maths, practising finding pairs of numhers that make 7 and
matching images to numhber sentences.

KS1 Phase news: -

Year 1 have finished the 'The Queenvs Hat unit in their English lessons and have worked, incredibly hard,
to apply all their super skills when writing their own version of the story. The children used powerful
adjectives and verbs to- make their writing exciting, and took pride in sharing their work with, their
peers. Inthzirmath&l.eamjng tlwchﬂdrfmhumhemwsjng muthmuﬂleanguugewdzscribem
saznumt}u&wwhand,mmngamwwﬂwwnal&wmhubwm% camivores or omnivores based
on what is in their poo! (not real poot) The children also applied their knowledge of the different animal
dassifications by creating a 'What am I?' game with key characteristics as the clues. The children loved
sharing these with their teachers and peers, to see if they could guess correctly!




The Grasshoppers and Dragonflies have worked really hard on their writing this term and we have heen
really impressed with the amount of writing they are producing in a lesson. They really are Independent

Imrans!

In Year 2, the children have enjoyed learning about extreme erwironments during their Theme lessons
and have worked well on comparing Exeter with the Sahara and the Antarctic.

In this term’s Outdoor Learning lessons, the children have worked really well in teams and have had lots

of fun playing ‘Hide and Seek’ in Pearl's Land where they had to find all of the different things that

In year 2, we are redesigning the shared area to give us more space for children to work. To help us
with this please can we ask that children only bring essential equipment to school and a very small bag.

KS2 Phase news:

Year 3 have heen perfecting their gymnastics skills and have been working together to create effective
sequences to share with the class. We have heen really impressed with their collahoration and their
controlled movements. In English, they completed their final writes and wrote some super stories hased
on the Incredible Eating Boy, where he ate crayons, balls and computers! In outdoor learning, the
children have heen focussing on lots of skills based on the Eqyptians, including making models of
pyramids and seeing how mummification works on tomatoes. The children are also creating their own
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Year 4 have heen working on their dance skills producing excellent sequences using
mirroring with twists and twmns, focussing on their gestures. They have also heen
working on their evaluation and peer couching to improve performances. In

on Splendid Sicily and creating extremely engaging writing hased on facts all
about Sicily. In Theme, the children have heen learning all ahout map symhbols and
have created maps and hunted for map symhols in Pearl's Land. Finally, in science
Year 4 have heen exploring thermal insulators and have tested, to see which
material keeps ice cube coldest for the longest. The bubhle wrap wus extremely
good at preventing the ice cubes from melting!

Year 5 have just completed their fabulous final writes on whether sugar is good for

yow or on veganism, showing excellent points of view and information. They have

started their new hook: I helieve in Unicorms and we cannot wuit to see what

happens next in the story. In outdoor learning, the children have heen working with ’/j
-

DWT and, created a river across Pearl's Land, using rope and had, to decide which
would prevent a settlement from heing successful. In maths, the children have
focussed on fractions, decimals and percentages and have heen looking at
equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages. Finally, in science, the children
have heen enjoying their unit on forces where they have created parachutes to test
air resistance and have looked at friction and how friction can he increased, or
decreased.

Year 6 have heen enjoying nethall in their PE lessons where they have heen
focusing on spacing, marking and sportsmanship. In design technology, the class
have designed and, built longhouts which are soon to he tested to see if they are fit
for purpose! The children worked, collahoratively to create some fantastic
constructions, using junk modelling materials. It was amazing to actually measure
and visualise how long a longhout was, on the Astrotwrf. They are really, really
long! In outdoor learning, Year 6 have heen looking at weaving and have created
bwuﬂfuLmaNepattamawsing @mngeofresuurcws/whmﬂeﬂleg madp/theirown
wehuwswwfmmthechudmnmthemnuthSATsand,ﬂluranthnwﬂo
knowledge has heen so fast! Keep up the amazing work Year 6!




Wraparound news: o
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Bookings are now open for next half term
Booking Rmmdmwb@madeby midday the day before the session you req )
L S . . H .
e All hooking oms are nomvref (except in exceptional circumstances;
° OrmbUMr Se85

adult to child ratios req
in, may not be able to attend due to the

e Children not hooked in,

Wishing youw a wonderful Easter hreak.

The Wraparound Team

- ﬁgportysfars
Sporty Stars:
https://www.sportystars.co.uk/ after-school-clubs.html

Monday
KS1& Ks2

Sparty Stars are bringing bock our

Popular faathel after school club, to
Your schoof afrer Easter,

Children can Bxpect g range of fost-
Paced gomes, have lots of fun and
enhance their skills ang technigues,

Both clube wif be

toking placa onthe S
schoal figly,

K31 & k52 wiff bar
two different cludys,

ary separately gs

Ages: K5) & Ksz

Dates: 4 Weeks
25/04,37 - 23/05/22
Extluding 02/05/22

Time: 3:30pm 4:30pm

Prica; £22 per club
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