
Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents / Carers,

We seem to ttïe racing towards the Easter holidays and finally the sun
is shining, although this may have changed by the time this is sent home!
We have had another busy and exciting few weeks in school, with lots going on.

E-safety update

Over the last month, we have had continued conversations with groups of children regarding the social
medial platform, Whatsapp. Whatsapp is a popular messaging service fhhere people can exchange
texts, photos, videos and documents, as well as making voice and video calls. It has an age guidance
of 16 years and olttĭer.  Unfoffbtunately, there have ttïeen numerous incidents outside of school fhhere
unkind messages and videos have ttïeen shared causing distress and worry, from different pupils in
group chats. Following our E-Safety computing curriculum, we are woffbking with pupils to suppoffbt
them in understanding how to stay safe fhhen using online platforms, fhhat is an appropriate and
inappropriate message, and fhhat to do if something is said/shared that they are unhappy with in a
group or with another individual.

We have attached fuffbther guidance regarding Whatsapp with some key information. As a school, we
want to suppoffbt families with this and encourage discussing this fuffbther with your child if this is
appropriate.

Miss Nairn

E safety lead
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New school lunch menu:

This is the new school lunch menu
from Devon Norse, fhhich will staffbt on
Monday 25th April and is displayed
on the school gateway app for you.

Wellttïeing woffbkshop for parents:

The school nursing service will ttïe visiting school to offer a 'Wellttïeing Woffbkshop for parents - how to
suppoffbt your child'. They will ttïe visiting on Wednesday 27th April and offering the same woffbkshop at
two different times 9-15AM and 2.15PM fhhich will ttïe held in the school hall. Each woffbkshop has a
limit of 60 plattīes, fhhich will ttïe bookable via the School Gateway App. Simply log in to the app and
select your child, then go to clubs and you will see the events listed there, for you to book under your
child's name. The woffbkshop is for adults only, children will not ttïe able to attend and it will ttïe on a
first come first basis. Please can we ask you to wear a face covering on school site and socially
distance at this event.

Message from Mrs Mewse:

Dear Parents, I write to tell you that the end of the Summer Term will maffbk the end of my time at
Alphington Primary School, as I move on to pastures new. I have truly valued all I have gained over
my time here from all of your wondeffbful children. I am writing to inform you at this time to reassure
you that there will ttïe a clear and robust handover to the new post holder, prior to the end of the
summer term. Yours and your child’s information will ttïe handled with the utmost sensitivity and care
in this prottīess.
Thank you for all,  for my 4 happy years at Alphington.

Mrs Mewse



Water bottles:

Please can we remind you that children should only have water in their water bottles and not juice.
Thank you for your help with this.

Dates for your diary:

Pre-school parents drop in: Monday 4th April

Year 2 Polar Explorer Day: Tuesday 5th April

Year 6 residential and SATs parent meeting:  Wednesday 6th April

Last day of Spring term: Friday 8th April

Children return to school: Monday 25th April

Wellttïeing woffbkshop for parents: Wednesday 27th April

Bank holiday: Monday 2nd May

Year 6 SATs week: Wttįek ttïeginning 9th May

Devon Fire Rescue to visit Year 2 and Year 5: Tuesday 10th May

Year 6 residential: Wttįek ttïeginning 16th May

May half term: Wttįek ttïeginning 30th May

Queens Jubilee Bank Holiday:  Monday 6th June (school closed in lieu of bank holidays)

Year 5 residential: Monday 11th July- Wednesday 13th July

Last term of Summer term: Friday 22nd July

Eaffbly years phase news

Ladybirds

It has ttïeen fantastic to welcome back the Ladybirds this week as we ttïegin to explore Easter and all
things ‘eggs’ as paffbt of our investigation into life cycles and grofhth. The children have enjoyed planting
their very own cress pots and are checking daily for signs of grofhth. We have enjoyed reading
‘Chicken’s aren’t the only ones’ and have learnt lots about the different birds and animals that lay eggs.
In our creative area, the children have ttïeen busy counting pom poms onto egg
cards and selecting different colours to make patterns, they have shown
fantastic focus fhhile creating their ttĭesigns and practised their name
writing to add messages to their cards. The Easter fun is set to
continue next week with an outdoor scavenger hunt and our
very own eggs to ttĭecorate for an Easter tree!

Diary
Dates



Foxes and Hedgehogs

This week has ttïeen all about emotions; we have ttïeen reading ‘Ruby’s Worry’ and sharing our own
worries to fttįed to the class worry monster. We mattĭe our very own googly eyed worry monsters and
used some fantastic vocabulary to ttĭescrittïe them. With the wondeffbful sunny weather, we have ttïeen
embracing the staffbt of spring and spent time: searching for, and classifying mini ttïeasts, painting
watercolour daffodils, creating natural spring scenes and ttĭen building! We have continued to ttĭevelop
our addition and subtraction skills in Maths, practising finding pairs of numttïers that make 7 and
matching images to numttïer sentences.

KS1 Phase news:

Year 1 have finished the 'The Queen's Hat' unit in their English lessons and have woffbked incredibly hard
to apply all their super skills fhhen writing their own version of the story. The children used poweffbful
adjectives and veffbbs to make their writing exciting, and took pride in sharing their woffbk with their
peers. In their maths learning, the children have ttïeen using mathematical language to ttĭescrittïe the
position of objects and have had fun doing this practically. The children have thoroughly enjoyed ttïeing
scientists this week and investigated fhhether animals were heffbbivores, carnivores or omnivores based
on fhhat is in their poo! (not real poo!) The children also applied their knofhledge of the different animal
classifications by creating a 'What am I?' game with key characteristics as the clues. The children loved
sharing these with their teachers and peers, to see if they could guess correctly!



The Grasshoppers and Dragonflies have woffbked really hard on their writing this term and we have ttïeen
really impressed with the amount of writing they are producing in a lesson. They really are Independent
Imrans!

In Year 2, the children have enjoyed learning about extreme environments during their Theme lessons
and have woffbked well on comparing Exeter with the Sahara and the Antarctic.

In this term’s Outdoor Learning lessons, the children have woffbked really well in teams and have had lots
of fun playing ‘Hide and Sttįek’ in Peaffbl’s Land fhhere they had to find all of the different things that
explorers need! They also had lots of fun making shelters in the woods!

In year 2, we are rettĭesigning the shared area to give us more spattīe for children to woffbk. To help us
with this please can we ask that children only bring essential equipment to school and a very small bag.
Thank you.

KS2 Phase news:

Year 3 have ttïeen peffbfecting their gymnastics skills and have ttïeen woffbking together to create effective
sequences to share with the class. We have ttïeen really impressed with their collaboration and their
controlled movements. In English, they completed their final writes and wrote some super stories based
on the Incredible Eating Boy, fhhere he ate crayons, balls and computers! In outdoor learning, the
children have ttïeen focussing on lots of skills based on the Egyptians, including making mottĭels of
pyramids and seeing how mummification woffbks on tomatoes. The children are also creating their own
pyramids using clay... we look forward to seeing the finished product!



Year 4 have ttïeen woffbking on their dance skills producing exttīellent sequences using
mirroring with twists and turns, focussing on their gestures. They have also ttïeen
woffbking on their evaluation and peer coaching to improve peffbformances. In
English, the children have staffbted looking at persuasive travel brochures, focussing
on Splendid Sicily and creating extremely engaging writing based on facts all
about Sicily. In Theme, the children have ttïeen learning all about map symbols and
have created maps and hunted for map symbols in Peaffbl’s Land. Finally, in science
Year 4 have ttïeen exploring thermal insulators and have tested to see fhhich
material keeps ice cuttïe coldest for the longest. The bubble wrap was extremely
good at preventing the ice cuttïes from melting!

Year 5 have just completed their fabulous final writes on fhhether sugar is good for
you or on veganism, showing exttīellent points of view and information. They have
staffbted their new book: I ttïelieve in Unicorns and we cannot wait to see fhhat
happens next in the story. In outdoor learning, the children have ttïeen woffbking with
DWT and created a river across Peaffbl’s Land using rope and had to ttĭecide fhhich
was the ttïest plattīe to settle. They also discussed pollution and other factors that
would prevent a settlement from ttïeing sucttīessful. In maths, the children have
focussed on fractions, ttĭecimals and percentages and have ttïeen looking at
equivalent fractions, ttĭecimals and percentages. Finally, in science, the children
have ttïeen enjoying their unit on forces fhhere they have created parachutes to test
air resistance and have looked at friction and how friction can ttïe increased or
ttĭecreased.

Year 6 have ttïeen enjoying netball in their PE lessons fhhere they have ttïeen
focusing on spacing, maffbking and spoffbtsmanship. In ttĭesign technology, the class
have ttĭesigned and built longboats fhhich are soon to ttïe tested to see if they are fit
for purpose! The children woffbked collaboratively to create some fantastic
constructions, using junk mottĭelling materials. It was amazing to actually measure
and visualise how long a longboat was, on the Astro tuffbf. They are really, really
long! In outdoor learning, Year 6 have ttïeen looking at weaving and have created
ttïeautiful weave patterns using a range of resources fhhere they mattĭe their own
looms. Finally, we have ttïeen really impressed with the supeffbb learning attitudes
we have seen from the children in the run up to SATs and their arithmetic
knofhledge has ttïeen so fast! Kttįep up the amazing woffbk Year 6!



Wraparound news:

Once again, we would like to thank you for your unwavering suppoffbt. This half term presented many
challenges but the quick responses we rettīeived from many parents, on more than one occasion,
enabled us to keep the club running smoothly. Despite these last-minute changes and challenges, your
children mattĭe the most of every second. The lighter evenings afforded us more time in the school's
wondeffbful outdoor spattīes - something the children really enjoy. Our Healthy Me topic was a real
sucttīess, and it was great to explore the knofhledge and passion the children have in this area.

Next half term, our topic is Wondering Around the Woffbld. In this topic we will explore many different
cultures and traditions, focussing on a different continent each week.

Bookings are now open for next half term

Booking Reminders

● All bookings must ttïe mattĭe by midday the day ttïefore the session you require.

● Once booked, sessions are non-refundable (exttīept in exttīeptional circumstances).

● Children not booked in, may not ttïe able to attend due to the adult to child ratios required.

Wishing you a wondeffbful Easter break.

The Wraparound Team

Spoffbty Stars:

https://www.spoffbtystars.co.uk/after-school-clubs.html
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