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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents / Carers,

It would be lovely to write to you without mentioning Covid but
unfortunately, we are not there yet. As you are aware we have a daily
increasing number of positive Covid cases in school, hoth within children A._ =
and staff. As Covid cases in staff are also on the rise please he aware that your

child may not he taught by the class teacher and may also be supported by a range of adults.

There may also he a delay in staff being able to respond to queries so thank you for your patience and,
support. Please can we also ask that all cases, both positive lateral flow test and PCRs are reported to

Christmas:

I am disappointed to tell you that sadly, we are having to cancel all of our Christmas performances
for audiences, as we are unable to meet the risk assessments required, in order to safely run these
events. I am sure you will be as disappointed as we are, but we have to do all we can to keep.
everyone safe and to try and slow the spread, of Covid. We will look at different ways of sharing these
performances with you either through video or audio, and will make this as festive as we can for the
children. This isn't a decision that we have taken lightly, and we will do all we can to- make sure the

Children in Need:
Ouwr school community raised a staggering £539.50 for Children in Need




Christmas Lunch: e

On Weds 15th December, we will hold our school xmas lunch for the children. The cost will he the same
and a lwnch can be ordered in the normal way. The menu will be :

s

Roast Turkey & pork sausage
or
Festive Quorn Roast

served with
Roast potatoes
Sage & onion stuffing
Peas, carrots & sprouts
Gravy

followed by
Festive ice cream tub

Hello from St Thomas Library: ..

We wunted to write to- yow about owr hrand-new reading challenge
-The Secret Book Quest. The challenge is aimed, at children five and over.
It is free for children to sign up and a great way to develop their reading || i
skills - any children who are not memhers can join the library, free again, [ , |
at the same time as joining The Secret Book Quest.
How the Challenge works
e Children sign up at their local library and, receive a Secret Book Quest booklet full of fun facts
and puzzles
e Children horrow and read 50 bhooks of their own choice at their own pace
e Children move through 10 ‘zones’ - reading 5 hooks for each and collecting special stickers
along the way to add to their booklet.

e Library staff are on hand to advise and help find books they'll love
e Children are presented with a certificate upon reaching the halfway mark (reading 25 books)

and again when they complete the challenge (reading 50 books), along with a special finisher's
prize.
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ESafety Update: of bullying, it is important we are
- which raises awareness of bullying, it is )
Continuing qurm:h“dmofn u?,M|nndemmWndmjng how one kind word can he reflected when playing games
suuon“nsuppmungm icating through different social media and devices.
communicating . )
. , , ing ahout TikTok in school. TikTok is a .

. ; in pupils using and, talking . ; .

e are dls noticing mecia, app which lets peaple create, view and, downlond 1ooping 15 -.tmes,(oftmd?:r
- these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or in mind, TikTok

Typically, ), enhanced with filters, effects and text. Designed with young IWPL@W e
skyrocketed, in popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top. of down ’
has around 1 hillion active users worldwide. ing how to
We have attached two guides MMWMWWWWMWWWMadd-.cuon,am
gperead kindness and on a numher of potential risks such as age-inappropriate '
in-app spending when using TicTok.
Miss Naim

E-safety lead

Just one kind
‘One Kind Word' is the theme of Anti-Bullying Week 2021. we're
bnlapupclummuuwlyhg by replacing it with kindness.
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PRAISE WHERE IT'S DUE

Sometimes a friend or relative might post It somebody that you know hos done
hing they're proud to something positive or shown kindness
themselves, o online and thank them
witha messoge or a post, hprnling
your gratitude costs nothing ond
showing someone that you Oppreciate
them will really moke them foel good,

\ @ SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION o

| REACH OUT

Y It's not olwoys easy ta tell what king of

'? mood someone Is in just trom what they act of online kindness which often gets
L post online. Simply aropndng somebody a o b averiooked. If you notice that someone
C_ message to say 'hi’, to ask if they're 0K y
»

©) e unoersTANDING

Sh«wll\q empathy towards others is an

of to tell them that you're thinking of
them could totally make their day.

’

3 RECOMMEND FUN THINGS /. SHARE INSPIRATIONAL POSTS |
T there's something you enjoy daing online -, When you see something anline that
| = perhaps you Play a particular game, or
You've found a really cool site - share It
think will enjoy It. Even

bout e ot

. 1 i
. 4 (€)) THINK BEFORE COMMENTING
| Somsetimes you might see a friend or Thinking before we act can be just as
tamily membaer posting a question

important as acting in the first place.
online or osking for heip with L Taking a second to consider what you're
something they can't da saying in advance could stop you from
themselves, Den't just ignore it - - posting Something negative, hurttul or

i you con help, gat In touch. 2 offensive - even (f you don‘t mean to. ?
Something that's ditficult for them 1t's better to post positively or not

might be ne trouble for yout

post at ail.
POST POSTTIVELY € ). (D) UKE. LOVE AND ENGAGE
Lots of peopie seem 1o g0 online purely to -

" somebody posts something that you like
complain about things or be negative. Just . 1 on soclal media, don't just scroll past ~
because you're communicating onlina take the time to tike it, love it or leave an
(and not face to face) doesn't mean you Oppreciative commenti Reacting
can‘t be positive, though) Post about positively to other People’s posts 4
things that make ¥You hoppy and that ! p /

might seem like a small gesture
you're thankful for. it could brighten KN but could mean a lot to them. Q
— l

someone eise's day.

Meet Qur Expert




At Matkenal Drélne Lately e Delevs in srmpowering porents carers and trusted adults with the to hotd an © I about onine satety with Mhedr CRidren shousd ey
foed 1t la needed This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trurted oduits should be oware of  Flease vislt www notionolonlinesofety com for further gultes. hints ond tips for odufts

What Parents's Carers Need to Know,about S

*TIKTOK *&

. TikTok is o video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping 16-second clips.
Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes),
enhanced with filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in popularity in 2019 and

has featured near the top of download charts ever since. it now has around a billion users worldwide.

that heips parents aond children thrive in o digital world

.
Meet Our Expert National
Porven Kour s o sociol media expert and digital media O I

consultant who is passionate about improving digital teracy lor n I n e -
parents ond chilkdren She hos extensive experience in the social S Gfet

media orena ond s the founder of Kids N Clicks: o web resource y

HWakeUpWednesday

@ www.nationaloniinesafety.com  \ff @natonlinesatety 3 /nationalonlinesatety  (G) @nationalonlinesatety
Users of this guide do so ot their dl lon. No llabllity | inta. of the date of oa.n.aan




Phase News - Early Yeawrs —
Ladyhirds

Preschool is looking very festive at the moment and the children have heen busy getting
ready for Christmas, from singing songs to making decorations. They have heen using
their mark making skills to- write letters to Santa, thinking carefully about their language
while listing the ideas of presents which they would like for Christmas. They have had,
great fun exploring Christmas ohjects which has led to some fantastic questions and
creations. After exploring different decorations, the Ladybirds used clay to design, shape
and cut their own Christmas decorations, which will look fantastic in their homes. In Mrs
Claus’s kitchen, the children have heen busy baking all kinds of sweet treats and have
enjoyed serving them to their friends. One particular hiscuit has also featured in the
Ladyhird's storytelling sessions where they have leamt to tell the tale of ‘The Gingerbread
Mar, the children worked as a group to tell the story and act out different characters.




Foxes and Hedgehoys

The children have loved using their new class story ‘The Jolly Postman' to revisit lots of
traditional tales and this week, have looked at Goldilocks and the three Bears. The
children’'s knowledge of the story has spilled into their play; from serving porridge in the
three hears cottage, to designing chairs for the Bears using junk modelling. The Foxes
where they have used the sounds we have leamt to write some amazing messages to one
another! Their maths skills have been developed in the post office too, with parcels to
waghcmdstamp&tacount IrLPEses»swn/s/ Foundaﬂonhmxebwvdewiomng hwrvd,ege,
the hean bag in pairs and counting how many repetitions they wwd,cmnpletewwhoui:
dropping their bean bag. They have heen real risk takers in Forest Folk sessions,




Phase News - Key Stage 1

Year 1 have heen collahorative Callies this week, working together to- make glohes and
then finding the equator. We used torches and owr glohes to explore why the temperature
changes through different seasons. We have also started our Little Wandle phonics

You might have noticed that hoth Squirrels and Bumhlehees have had a very special
visitor! The elves have joined us in the run up to Christmas and have heen setting us all
a different well-heing challenge each day.

In Year 2, Grusshoppers and Dragonflies have heen working very hard during our theme
lessons and we enjoyed leaming ahout the history of castles. We lahelled the different
features of castles and we also had a go at making some castles outside during our
outdoor learning sessions! This week, we are getting excited ahout Christmas as owr
focus text in English is ‘Meerkat Christmas!’ We are writing postcards about the perfect
Christmas in the role of Sunny the meerkat from the story and we have heen using some
amazing vocabulary to describe all the elements of the perfect Christmas!

Phase News - Key Stage 2
Year 3

Year 3 have heen singing and getting in the spirit for Christmas by learning some new
Christmas songs, including a French carol with actions to help us rememher the new
vocabulary. Ask,u/s,what Ner means! Wehuwabsuhad,a,supzrweekofwmmg whm
In maths, we have heen learning ahuutdq‘j‘ererwhnz&und,cw*ofwy using our rulers. We
have become experts in drawing perpendicular, parallel and vertical lines. Finally, in
different materials that we could find in class. We noticed a pattern with items that were
and were not magnetic!
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Year 4

We have bheen learning so- much about living things in science and outdoor leaming in
the last two weeks. We have heen practising our ohservational drawing skills when
finding inwertebrates on Pearl's Land and thinking about the different micro-hahbitats
there. We also played a game of migration where we learmnt that not all birds survive
their long journeys. We also went on a worm hunt and made nests using only one hand,
so it was like we had heaks! In English, we have started our new hook: An Anthology of
Intriguing Animals. We have learnt the page ahout the orcas off by heart and were
impressed with how many facts the writer put in such a short piece of writing.

In art, Mrs Coomhes has heen teaching us how to paint amazing toucans and monkeys.
We are a very artistic year group!




Year 5 really enjoyed their visit for the Exeter Chiefs this week as they took part in o quiz. s.

It waus very exciting and they showed excellent resilience. In their English lessons, the )
children have heen looking at persuasive writing and how they can use this to help support

and playground, to ensure we are not allowing any plastic wuste to blow away in the

wind. We are really proud of Year 5's efforts with this. The children have also heen getting

into the Christmas spirit with lots of singing- we are a very musical bunch! Finally, in

science, the children have been learning ahout reversible and, irreversible changes and -
some super write-ups. Well done Year 5!

Year 6

Year 6, have heen loving owr new hook: Cracking Contraptions and performed some
amazing speeches this week using technical vocabulary. We have also heen looking at a
curious inwention, the manipulation-o-matic and using expanded noun phrases to descrihe
it. During maths, we have heen extending our knowledge of classifying 2D and 3D shapes
learning and proving Colin and Coto wrong using our explanation skills! In Theme, we
the 1930s~ they were bheautifull In science, we have heen creating classification keys to help
group and name different animals. When outdoors, we made our own inwertebrates and,
created a food, chain, thinking about what would eat our creatures and what the apex
predators on Pearl's Land would he.




Little Wandle update:

As you are awure, we are preparing to move over to Little Wandle letters and sounds revised in
January. In preparation for this, all decodable reading hooks need to- audited and re-grouped in schoot.
Over the next two weeks, we are asking for all reading hooks to be left in school and for children to
access BugClub for their home reading home. We understand this may be difficult for some, so please
feel free to enjoy any hooks youw have at home with your children too. If youw have any questions, please
speak to your child's class teacher in the first instance. There will be an online parent meeting in the
new year to explain the changes and how youw can support reading at home.

Thank you,
Miss Oakley

Wraparound news:

Thank you for your amazing support. In a week where we have found ourselves working once again in
bubbles and navigating staff shortages, you have responded with such kindness. Youwr children have
them. Thank you also for your kind donations. The children now have some fantastic new equipment
and toys and are enjoying them already.

Bookings for next half term will open on Monday 6th Decemher. Please can we ask that the sessions yow
require are hooked in advance of attendance. Children who attend but are not hooked, in may need to he
collected from session due to exceeding staff to- child ratios. Sessions can he hooked up until midday the
day hefore. Thank youw for your help with this.




