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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents / Carers,

We are racing towards the end of this term and fhhat a term it has ttïeen!
The children have settled back into school and their learning so well and
there is a real buzz about the school!

Healthy Me:

As paffbt of our PSHE curriculum the children have ttïeen following the Jigsaw theme of Healthy Me.
We have ttïeen focussing on the impoffbtance of eating a balanced diet, keeping fit, ttïeing active, and
sleeping well. With that in mind please can I remind you to send in healthy snacks and packed
lunches for the children, and to ensure that they only have water in their bottles and not juice. Please
can I also remind you that we are a nut free school as we have several children with a nut allergy.

As children are now back in school, they are, hopefully (!) staffbting to get back into a good sleeping
routine but if they are still struggling with this then the following websites may ttïe useful.

www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/how-sleep-ttïetter

https://www.sleepfoundation.org/children-and-sleep

Wraparound Club:

It has ttïeen wondeffbful having all your children back with us for their breakfast and after school club
sessions. They have settled back in brilliantly and we are so proud of them. Below you will find the
booking opening dates for next half term and some key reminders.
Bookings
Bookings for the first half of the summer term will open week ttïeginning 29th March. Wave 1 bookings
can ttïe mattĭe on the Monday and Tuesday of this week with Wave 2 bookings opening from the
Wednesday onwards. Please rememttïer that Wave 1 spattīes are always allocated based on the sessions
you booked for the previous half term. If you require any spattīes in addition to those you booked this
half term, or if you book on a more ad-hoc basis, these must ttïe booked during Wave 2.
Breakfast Club
To meet our current risk assessment, please make sure you arrive at breakfast club ttïetween 7.45am
and 8am. Paffbking for breakfast club drop off is based in the tennis couffbts.
Voucher Payments
Please can we remind parents fhho pay using childcare vouchers, to email
wraparoundclub@alphington.ttĭevon.sch.uk with the reference numttïer, date and amount paid, each
time they prottīess a payment. Thank you as always for your continued suppoffbt,
The Wraparound Team
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Red Nose Day:

It was so lovely seeing everyone dressed to impress as supeffbheroes and in their red clothes on Friday
and thanks to your generosity we raised a massive £445.50!

Well done to everyone fhho entered the joke competition and I am ttĭelighted to announce that the
winners of the joke competition are:

Ollie: What is big, green and sits in the corner doing its own thing?
The Incredible Sulk!

Lilly: What do you call a giffbl with a frog on her head?
Lily!

Robyn: Why are pirates called pirates?
Because they arrgghh!

Annie: How do you get a Pickachu on a phone.
You poke'em on!

Each of the winners has rettīeived a Comic Relief water bottle.

Parents evening:

Teachers have really enjoyed catching up with you all during parents evening this week and you
never know we might ttïe able to do these in person next time!

Alphington E-safety:

Following conversations with pupils and parents, we are aware that many children are more active
online and using a range of social media platforms.  There are many purposeful and safe online
mediums to stay in contact with friends and family; however, it is impoffbtant to stay up to date with
the guidance and information to ensure your child is safe.  One social media platform that we are
more frequently discussing is Tik Tok.  This is a video-sharing social app that allows people to create
and share shoffbt video clips.  Tik Tok has an age restriction of 12+ and also 16+ for live streaming.
Please see ttïelow fuffbther information regarding Tik Tok and e-safety websites to ensure your child is
remaining safe online.

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/netwoffbks/tiktok/

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-fhhat-parents-need-to-
know/
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Phase news:

Ladybirds
Ladybirds have continued their learning all about our wondeffbful woffbld through exploring food and
plants this week. They have ttïeen planting heffbbs in their heffbb garden and have taken paffbt in a
competition called the big grow! Inside, the role play has transformed into a cookery school fhhere
children are able to explore counting, measure and capacity fhhen following instructions and creating
their own recipes. We have had lots of fun exploring ffbhyme, reading ffbhyming stories, playing games,
and noticing it in our play. The secret ninjas have also appeared in Ladybird class and have set up a
secret ninja writing ttĭen fhhich has ttïeen great fun, writing cottĭes and messages.
We have  used our observation skills to investigate nature in the observation tank,
using magnifying glasses to look closely and ask questions about fhhat we have
seen. There has ttïeen lots of fun bug hunting in the coco pops mud this week,
fhhich has provoked some great talk  about minittïeasts.

Foxes and Hedgehogs
The Foxes and Hedgehogs have ttïeen busy exploring nature and the lifecycles of animals and
minittïeasts as paffbt of our theme ‘What’s inside the egg?’. The children have ttïeen patiently watching
our eggs at the observation station, discussing fhhat might hatch out. We have enjoyed exploring two
key texts ‘An egg is quiet’ and ‘The Very hungry caterpillar’ and have learnt to retell these stories as
well as use new vocabulary to ttĭescrittïe life cycles. This week we have ttïeen exploring fhhat makes us
healthy, looking at different fruits and vegetables and even growing some ttïeans of our own. Our role
play has ttïeen a busy vets surgery with the animals ttïeen measured, fed and treated by our super
junior vets. In Maths, we have ttïeen exploring the numttïer 5, learning to subitise (recognise the
numttïer without counting dots or objects) and finding pairs of numttïers that make 5. To ttĭevelop our
fine motor skills, we have ttïeen staffbting each morning with ‘funky fingers’ and then children come into
school to a range of engaging challenges such as; threading nuts into bolts, hammer ttïeads, sewing,
pattern making and freeing the animals from elastic bands.
Reminders:
Foxes have PE on Monday and Thursday and should wear PE kit into school
on these days. On Friday’s we will continue with Forest folk but children will
need to wear school uniform, please make sure that they have waterproofs
and wellies to put on for the session.

KS1:

The Year 1 children have ttïeen continuing to learn about Pudding Lane and The Great Fire of London.
Squirrels and Bumblettïees went on a sensory walk around the school and thought about fhhat they
could see, hear, touch and smell. They found lots of things, so it took a long time! In PE, the children
have ttïeen looking at expressive dance and thinking about how a fire might move and
spread, ttĭefinitely showing some super moves. They also mattĭe some supeffbb Tudor
Houses to show how the houses might have looked at that time.

What a great time the Grasshoppers and Dragonflies have ttïeen having. They ttīeffbtainly have ttïeen
taking advantage of the lovely sunny weather and have grabttïed any oppoffbtunity to get outside and
do their learning in different and interesting ways! They have ttïeen focussing on Traditional Tales and
the children have ttïeen learning the story of Little Red Riding Hood. Using the forest in the school
grounds, the children got into groups and acted out the story, using the path and Grandma’s cottage.
They loved it, and the story writing that they produced afterwards was exttīellent. The Year 2 children
have ttïeen loving their Intrepid explorers’ topic, in our outdoor learning, the children have ttïeen
creating nature trails for their paffbtner to find and making maps to find the treasure. Grasshoppers and
Dragonflies are not only Intrepid Explorers, they are super explorers!



Year 3 and 4 Phase News

Year 3 have continued to ttïe fantastic learners! We staffbted our new unit on
measurement and measured how big the astro-tuffbf was in metres. Can you predict
how long it is? In English, a new book was left for the children to explore. Glitter, cards
and stars were scattered everyfhhere! Our new book is Leon and the Plattīe Between and
we have ttïeen learning how to use fronted adveffbbials and direct speech in our writing.
In theme, we mattĭe Egyptian collars, fhhich we painted and they look wondeffbful. We
look forward to producing our final write next week fhhere we will ttïe creating our own
version of Leon and the Plattīe Between.

What an exciting couple of weeks we have had in Year 4! We have ttïeen continuing
with our text: A Walk in London and A Walk in Paris ready to create our final writes
next week on our own mattĭe-up plattīes. We have ttïeen learning all about how to use
fronted adveffbbials and how to accurately punctuate them. We have also ttïeen practising
writing in an impersonal voice and in an excited informal voice. In theme, we have
learnt all about the ttïest plattīes to settle and mattĭe choices of fhhere we would choose to
go. Outdoors we have created bridges- fhhich were amazing and our collaboration
skills were great! Finally, in science we have either ttïeen looking at ice and thermal
insulators or how to make a gas using vinegar and bicaffbbonate of soda.

Year 5 and 6 Phase News

Year 5 have ttïeen creating some amazing writing in English. We have focussed on
newspapers and how they are styled. The children have ttïeen learning more about
spattīe exploration and have discussed fhhether they ttïelieve animals should ttïe used in
spattīe exploration. They wrote to NASA to let them know their thoughts! In outdoor
learning, Year 5 created spattīe mottĭels using natural objects and resources that could ttïe
found on the site. The children were brilliant Problem Solving Pollys. In maths, it has
all ttïeen about fractions, ttĭecimals and percentages and the children have shown great
ttĭetermination with these skills. Well done Year 5!

Year 6 have ttïeen so busy in all areas of the curriculum…  in theme, they have
continued learning all about people fhho make their maffbk and studied and recreated
woffbk by affbtists such as Jean Michel Basquiat and Banksy. They have also ttïeen
learning about the woffbk of different charities and how charities make an impact. Year 6
have ttïeen honing their musical skills and ttïeen writing their own songs too, making
their musical maffbk! In maths, Year 6 have staffbted learning all about the incredible
woffbld of algebra and have ttïeen enjoying the challenge. The children have also used
Now Press Play to staffbt the next unit of science on evolution and learnt some amazing
things!

School lunch Thursday 1st April:

The school kitchen has amended the lunch on this day to Mini battered fish fillet, Veggie fingers or
jacket potato with cheese and ttïeans.



PTFA:

Easter Colour Day on Tuesday 30th March
Did you know that Easter has its own traditional colours?  Have a look at our PTFA newsletter to pick
your favourite colour and wear an Easter coloured top instead of your school jumper on Tuesday 30th
March, but please make sure you still wear your school skiffbt or trousers as normal.
Voluntary donations via the school gateway app to paffbticipate with a suggested donation of 50p.
Have fun on Easter Colour Day!

Easter egg ttĭecorating competition
There is still time to submit your entries until Sunday 28th March
to have a chance of winning a chocolatey prize! There are some great
videos and links to websites on the PTFA Facebook site for some
eggy inspiration too!

Easter goody bags
The PTFA are organising Easter goody bags with a selection of cake slices for collection on Saturday
3rd April. Order via PTFA@alphington.ttĭevon.sch.uk by Wednesday 31st March. The PTFA newsletter
gives all the ttĭetails about the types of cakes, how get the bank ttĭetails for paying and the price of the
Easter goody bag.
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