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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents / Carers,

It has ttïeen lovely ttïeing back in school over the last couple of weeks and
seeing everyone again. I am continuing to build up my time in school and I'm
very much looking forward to ttïeing back in full time.

As we seem to racing towards the end of term, we have had lots of conversations in school about our
Christmas plans. As you are aware, we are going to have to do things a bit differently this year but
we can still have lots of Christmas fun!

Pre-school: The children in pre-school will ttïe taking paffbt in a range of different Christmas activities
in the provision and these will ttïe shared with you through Tapestry.

Foundation: The children will woffbk in small groups to film a section of the nativity story. This will
then ttïe edited together and shared with you.

Whole school: We will ttïe having a Christmas lunch on Wednesday 16th Decemttïer and this can ttïe
booked in the usual way. To make this day a little more festive, children will ttïe able to wear a
Christmas / winter jumper in plattīe of their school jumper. We are asking for donations for Save the
Children on this day and these donations will ttïe paid through the School gateway app. Simply click
on your child, select payments and you will find it listed there.

We are also woffbking on a fhhole school carol conceffbt that will ttïe available to download!

Finally, Christmas wouldn't ttïe Christmas without a pantomime so we have bought in to a viffbtual
pantomime so children will ttïe able to enjoy this Christmas tradition within their bubbles.

Christmas cards: A few people have ttïeen asking about fhhether children can send Christmas cards
to each other this year but unfoffbtunately, we are unable to do this safely so please can we ask that
children do not bring cards into school. Thank you for your help with this.

Christmas gifts: We have also ttïeen asked about sharing gifts with staff so if you would like to buy
a gift for your child's class teacher or another adult in school, then please pass these to the memttïers
of staff on the gate. We will keep them safe (we promise!) for 72 hours ttïefore handing to staff.

Please also look out for the different fundraising events from the PTFA.

Thank you as always, for you continued suppoffbt.

Sharon Tarr

Headteacher



Anti-bullying week:

We really enjoyed ttīelebrating Anti-bullying week across the school last week. Children came into
school on Monday with their funky odd socks, to ttīelebrate differences. Throughout the week, the
children learnt about fhhat bullying is, fhho to talk to if they themselves or a peer, is ttïeing bullied
and how it's impoffbtant to not ttïe a bystander.

In Key Stage 1, children ttĭesigned their own puzzle piettīes,
showing that we may all ttïe individuals, but fhhen we unite
as a group, we are stronger!

In Key stage 2, children took paffbt in class ttĭebates about
bullying and discussed ways in fhhich we can unite against
bullying at Alphington.

Our photos are to follow, we can't wait to show you fhhat we got up to!

If you would like any information to continue this discussion with your children at home, or guidance
for parents and carers, there are some resources under the PSHE curriculum subject area on our school
website. https://www.alphington.ttĭevon.sch.uk/pshe/

Phase news:

Eaffbly years:

Ladybirds: Ladybirds have had another fabulous week
exploring their winter wondeffbland. From riding in their
sleigh in the outdoor area, to cuffbling up to read ttïeneath
the branches of a Christmas tree. They have really
immersed themselves in the wonder of winter.
The children have enjoyed construction role play,
complete with tool ttïench wood and foam bricks.
In the secret post office, the olttĭer children have ttïeen
ttĭeveloping their maffbk making skills by writing
secret messages.
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Foxes and Hedgehogs: As paffbt of ‘understanding the woffbld’ the
Foundation children have ttïeen exploring the tradition of
ttīelebrating biffbthdays. The children have really enjoyed
planning and hosting paffbties for the Gingeffbbread man’s
biffbthday and have ttïeen writing him biffbthday cards.
We have ttïeen exploring shapes with four sides in our
Maths meetings and investigating the numttïer 4 within
our continuous provision. In our creative area, we have
ttïeen using our understanding of 2d shapes to ttĭecorate
the gingeffbbread man using repeating patterns. The children
have really enjoyed sharing their home learning this week,
so thank you for your suppoffbt with this, we will ttïe adding
a new challenge each week for you to try at home.
We will also ttïe adding our key story to tapestry each week,
for you to share with your children at home. As you are
aware we are only able to change children’s reading books
once a week in order to meet our risks assessments; however
there will ttïe a slight change to the days, with Foxes changing
books on a Monday and Hedgehogs on a Thursday.

Key stage 1:

Year 1 have ttïeen so very busy of late. They have ttïeen learning all about Emilia Eaffbhaffbt and Tim Peake
for their topic and by using all this information and facts, the children have ttïeen able to create
fantastic fact files. They have also ttïeen producing some amazing colouffbful affbt woffbk, based around the
differing seasons. The Year 1 children especially enjoy their Outdoor learning time and have lots of fun
in the forest and Peaffbls Land. Last week, they were collecting different piettīes of sticks and twigs and
mattĭe their names with them.

It has ttïeen sad for Squirrels that Miss Oakley has ttïeen off but she is on the mend now and is looking
forward to coming back to woffbk sometime next week.



The Year 2 children have ttïeen fantastic. They woffbk so hard each day and have quite a full-on
timetable with so many different subjects to take on. They cope with this marvellously and we are
continually impressed with how mature and resilient they are. They have absolutely loved their
dragon topic and the woffbk produced has ttïeen exttīellent. They have written their own stories based on
the Dragon Machine story and we were blown away by the imaginations and creativity of these.
They have mattĭe paper plate dragons and even mattĭe their own stick dragons in the forest.

Year 3 and 4

Year 3 have ttïeen doing a fantastic job continuing their learning about the Romans. During
outdoor learning, they have ttïeen building ttĭens that they could use after battle, fhhich were
amazing! Their final write is now complete, they wrote to the Roman Emperor to convince
him that they would ttïe the ttïest Roman soldiers. The children have also ttïeen creating
Roman mosaics and shields, fhhich look ttïeautiful. Well done Year 3!



Over the last two weeks in Year 4, the children have ttïeen ttĭelving into the woffbld of intriguing animals
and finding out incredible facts to share in their writing. They have hunted for inveffbtebrates in Peaffbl’s
Land and have then mattĭe their own classification keys.
They found annelids, myriapods and even a few arachnids!
The children have continued learning about the rainforest
and couldn’t ttïelieve all the different products the
rainforest gives us!

Year 5 and 6

Year 5 have ttïeen exttīellent outdoor learners
and have ttïeen so creative in their outdoor
maths! As they are in Year 5, they used
natural resources to make the digit 5 and represent the
numttïer, solved magic squares using leaves and sticks and then had a
competition to build the highest stick tower! In class, they have mattĭe
brilliant Top Trump cards to show their understanding of the Mayan
Gods and have produced ttïeautiful writing fhhen creating noun
phrases with their story, The Ittīe Bear.

Year 6 had a wondeffbful session with Devon Wildlife Trust
(even though it was raining) but they enjoyed using the mud to
help in creating islands out of the resources fhhich they found on
Peaffbl’s Land. The children also had a scavenger hunt to locate
different map symbols and link them with the words.
Afterwards, we hid them! Some were quite tricky to spot!
In English, they have ttïeen woffbking hard on their guided
reading and ttïecoming expeffbts in finding evidence.
The children's fraction woffbk is really ttĭeveloping and
they can now multiply fractions. Ask them how!

PFTA news:

We are ttĭelighted to share with you, that the PTFA have ttïeen able to contribute towards Miss Hill's
request for reading books for nursery children through to Year 2 -  so thank you for suppoffbting our
fundraising ideas.

Love at first scent fundraiser - 5th and 6th Decemttïer
Hi and welcome to the 'Love at first scent' fundraiser on ttïehalf of the PTFA of Alphington Primary
school. Thank you so much for joining us. Through the weekend I will show you some lovely gift ideas
including Christmas gifts and fabulous fragrances from an extensive catalogue.  Every fragrance or
product you buy with me this weekend will earn the PTFA 20% commission. So, sit back, relax and
enjoy shopping from the comfoffbt of your own home! Just find me via the PTFA Facebook site or my
website page https://jscottgibbs.wixsite.com/loveatfirststtīent. I am going to do a 12 days of Xmas
event. Every day from the 1st Decemttïer I will ttïe doing a special offer on a product and the offer will
last 24 hours.
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